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Now, [ would like to switch from Japanese to English, because many of
you are international students. [ would like to talk directly to you in English.

It is my great pleasure to hold the 2013 Autumn Commencement
Ceremony of Tohoku University together with the Academic and Executive
Staff Members. And I am delighted to express my sincere congratulations on
your successful completion of your courses in the Undergraduate and
Graduate schools.

Many intractable problems including the global environment, energy,
low birthrates, and financial and employment issues challenge the world today.
In an effort to negotiate a solution to such problems, the world is struggling to
attain new growth through innovation in all areas.

Against this background, you are expected to make use of your skills
globally. 1 also ask you to aim to become global-leaders of a new era.

In this age of progressive globalization, it is imperative that you all
acquire not only the basic skills and knowledge necessary to survive as global
citizens, but also the ability to understand various cultures and the diversity of
societies.

The diplomas conferred on you today certify that you have acquired
both a degree of expertise and a broad perspective. They also certify your
ability to address the important issues that confront our society.

I sincerely hope that your experiences and achievements at Tohoku
University shall help you contribute to the development of your countries and
to world peace through your forthcoming activities.

Therefore, let us walk together, even when you are away from Tohoku,
through alumni networks and your continuing ties to this university. By
doing so, we can maintain what is referred to as a ° KIZUNA: in Japanese,
meaning personal or emotional ties.

Finally, I wish to reiterate my hearty congratulations to all of you, and

wish you all the best in the future.
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