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United Nations University Global Seminar 8th Tohoku Session
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UNU Global Seminars are held annually to enhance awareness
about contemporary global issues and the role of the United Nations
in addressing them. This year, three session (Tohoku, Shonan and
Kobe) will be held in Japan. Students and young professionals will
have the opportunity to interact with distinguished scholars and
practitioners from Japan and abroad, and to explore a specific issue
in depth through lectures and group discussions. This year’s 8th
Tohoku Session will be the final session of the Tohoku seminar, which
was started in 2002 in Sendai.

The theme of this year’s Tohoku session is “Increasing Poverty and
Rich-Poor Gaps: From Glocal Perspectives”.

Recently, poverty has become both an international-level and
national-level pressing concern, due to the current economic crisis
and its effects in individual countries. While international society is
tackling poverty-related issues within the UN Millennium Develop-
ment Goals (MDGs), in many countries, including Japan, the gap
between rich and poor is becoming more pronounced. This seminar
will serve as a forum to think about this acute issue from both global
and local (glocal) perspectives.

The main part of this two-night, three-day camp is lectures and
group discussions among participants with various backgrounds
and interests. Through this programme, participants are expected
to develop their knowledge and skills so as to be able to actively
work in the international field. Keynote lectures and a special lecture
on the first day, which will be held at Tohoku University, are open to
the public.

We look forward to your participation.
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Opening Ceremony 13:00~13:20
Keynote Speech (Public Lecture) 13:20~14:20

“Increasing Poverty and Rich-Poor Gaps:
From Glocal Perspectives”
Senior Official, Foreign Government (TBA)
Special Lecture (Public Lecture) 14:20~16:30
S E NG RN “Solutions to the Poverty and Rich-Poor Gaps
- Promoting ESD (Education for Sustainable Development) ="
Masayuki SHIBATA Director of International Affairs Division, Minister’s Secretariat,
Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT)
S CEEN SR “Poverty in the World Community”
United Nations University Expert (TBA)
Closing Ceremony 16:30~16:45

Session A

“Stability and Fluidity of the Social Stratification System
in Contemporary Japan”
Yoshimichi SATO Professor, Graduate School of Arts and Letters, Tohoku University

“Supportive Activities for the Homeless People in Local

Community: Practices of the SENDAI YOMAWARI GROUP in Sendai”
Takayuki NITTA  Staff, SENDAI YOMAWARI GROUP

Session B

“Economic Development and Poverty Reduction in
Developing Countries”
Takashi KUROSAKI Professor, The Institute of Economic Research (IER), Hitotsubashi University

"Glocal Perspectives and Responses to Child Poverty"
June KUNUGI Director, United Nations Children's Fund, Tokyo Office

Group Discussion

Group Presentations / General Discussion
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Eligibility

The seminar is open to Japanese or foreign students enrolled at Japanese universities
undergraduate and graduate students), irrespective of their major. Young professionals
residing in Japan and interested in the seminar theme are also welcome, although those
working in the subject area are not admissible. Participants are required to understand both
English and Japanese, as lectures will be delivered in either language. Interpretation will be
provided only for the public lectures.

Date
21-23 November, 2009 (Saturday-Monday)

Registration opens at the seminar venue at 10:30 a.m. of 21 November. The seminar ends on
23 November after closing ceremony. Further details will be sent to the selected participants
directly. Participants are required to stay for the entire duration of the seminar.

Venue

Public Lectures: Institute for Material Research (IMR), Tohoku University

2-1-1 Katahira, Aoba-ku, sendai, Miyagi, 980-8577
TEL 022-217-2119
http://www.imr.tohoku.ac.jp/

Seminar/ Accommodation: Montana Resort (Green-Pia lwanuma)
1-1,Kiritouri, Kitahase, lwanuma, Miyagi, 989-2455
TEL 0223-24-4455 FAX 0223-24-4459
http://www.hankyu-hotel.com/hotels/02montanar/

Number of participants
50

The participation fee of JPY 30,000 covers accommodation, meals, and seminar documents.
Transportation costs to the seminar site are not included. Foreign students (excluding those
who receive a monthly scholarship of JPY 125,000 or more) may apply for a waiver of the
participation fee. Those who receive a waiver of the participation fee cannot apply for it again
for a different UNU Global Seminar during the same academic year.

Certificate

Each participant will receive a UNU certificate upon successful completion of the seminar.
Some universities may award credits based on the certificate. For further details, please
contact your institution.

Application

Please complete the enclosed application form, writing a brief essay on its reverse, and send
it to the following address by post, fax, or e-mail. The form can also be downloaded from the
UNU website at: "http://www.unu.edu/gs/"

Global Seminar Tohoku Session Secretariat
United Nations University

5-53-70 Jingumae, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 150-8925
TEL: 03-5467-1212 Fax: 03-3499-2828

E-mail: gstohoku @hq.unu.edu

Office hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30-13:00, 14:00-17:30

Application Deadline

Friday, 9 October 2009

Notification of Selection

Applications will be reviewed by the Programme Committee. Successful candidates will be
notified by the middle of October.
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