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Sound blooms on Aobayama

20th Aobayama Concert

2024 12 20 ()
December 20, 2024

11:40 12:10
17:00 17:30
Daytime, 11:40- Open doors, 12:10- Performance
Night-time, 17:00- Open doors, 17:30- Performance
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Aobayama Concert Executive Committee

Supported by School of Engineering, Tohoku University,
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Semplice

O Freunde, nicht diese Téne !
Sondern lasst uns angenehmere anstimmen,

und freudenvollere.



Greetings

In March 2016, five years after the Great East Japan Earthquake, the Tohoku University Mechanical
Engineering Alumni Association donated a grand piano to the Aoba Memorial Hall. The purpose of this
donation was to support the healing of hearts and minds of those affected by the earthquake. In June of that
year, the first Aobayama Concert was held with this piano as the centerpiece. The program at that time
shows students and faculty members of the Engineering, Science, Agriculture, Literature, and Research
Institute playing the piano, singing songs, and finally performing Schubert's quintet “The Trout”.

Since then, concerts have been held several times a year for more than eight years. From this year, the
concert has become an official event of the Komeikai (a friendship organization for engineering students,
faculty and staff), and is positioned as an official event along with the Komeikai Sports Day. Recently,
student members have joined the executive committee, and the concert has become established in both
name and reality as a handmade concert by students, faculty, and staff of Tohoku University. We would like
to express our sincere appreciation for the warm support and nurturing of the Aobayama Concert.

As a special event of 20" Anniversary Concert, we will perform Chopin's Piano Concerto No. 1 with Mr.
Ri as the soloist. He is a second-year electrical engineering student and also a student member of the
executive committee of the concert. We also play Beethoven Symphony No. 9 with Mr. Kitamura as the
conductor. He is a fifth-year medical student and also involved in music volunteer activities.

Beethoven's 9th Symphony is very typical music for a year-end project, and | personally thought that |
have to do my best even if there were many difficulties, but | was actually surprised at how smartly it was
managed. Through the connection of Mr. Ri  Tohoku U. Piano circle Semplice  Mr. Noguchi  Tohoku
U. mixed chorus  and Mr. Kitamura, the members of choir and orchestra were assembled in the blink of
an eye, the music was arranged to suit the members, scores were distributed, and practice plans were made.
Everything was ready in about a month.... | think this shows the deep sensitivity, high level of awareness,

and energy of the people who gather at Tohoku University.

O Freunde, nicht diese Téne ! O friends, not these tones!
Sondern lasst uns angenehmere anstimmen, But let us sing more pleasant ones,
und freudenvollere. and more joyful.

Tonight, we would like to share with you the joy of belonging to this Tohoku University community. At
the end of the concert, we will play the Tohoku University student song “Aoba moyuru kono Michinoku

(Our Tohoku, full of greenery)”. We hope you will join us in singing the song.

Satoshi Murata
Aobayama Concert Executive Committee

(Faculty, Graduate School of Engineering)
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e 1 John Cage 4'33”
Haruka Takigawa(Sci. B2)

There is nothing to note. That’s all.

e 2 J. Fred Coots Santa Claus Is Coming to Town
~J. Marks Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
Saki Kubota A Foreigner

COMMONS

Takao Imai (Kb, Sci. Staff)

Masabumi Yunome (Gt, Main Lib. OB)

(1) An 8-beat medley of familiar Christmas songs.
(2)Debut song by Saki Kubota released in 1979,
subtitled “Silk Road Theme

e 3 J. M.Ravel
Pavane pour une infante défunte

Leroy Anderson Sleigh Ride

Keisuke Toyama Pf, Eng. Chem. B3

I wanted to play a woodwind quartet with the juniors
in my department, but “everyone” | invited turned
me down, so | will play piano solo in tears.

It has been a long time since | played the piano in
public. I am not very good at it, but | will try my best

to pull it off. Thank you very much in advance.
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e 4 F.Chopin Grande valse brillante in E-Flat
Major, Op.18

Shohei Okuyama(Pf, Eng. B3)

It is a very rhythmical piece that begins with a
gorgeous phrase. Please enjoy the beautiful melody
typical of Chopin.

e 5 P.Tchaikovsky, The Nutcracker Op 71a:
Valse des fleurs

Masayuki Ariyoshi (Pf, GSIS, Specially Appointed
Professor)

Please enjoy an elegant piece, perfect for the
Christmas season. This is a piano arrangement by

the composer.
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Part | Regular Session
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Greeting from the Conductor

Welcome to the 20th Anniversary Aobayama Concert. | am deeply grateful for your presence here today.
It is my privilege to serve as the arranger and conductor for two key works featured in this evening’s
program: F. Chopin's Piano Concerto No. 1 op.11 2nd movement "Romance" and L.v. Beethoven's
Symphony No. 9. As a member of the "Kyouyu Project,” | am committed to sharing music with diverse
audiences, including those in medical and community settings. For this performance, | have the honor of
leading the Aobayama Festival Orchestra and Special Choir.

Chopin’s Romance, today's first piece that | will conduct the orchestra, is a piece with a tender and
bittersweet melody that has captivated listeners since its premiere. Our solo pianist, Mr. Li, will share
insights on this composition. As a conductor, | have often witnessed pianists taking on a concerto for the
first time, and tonight, our soloist will be making his concerto debut. With his deep connection to and
understanding of the piece, | am excited to support him in bringing this music to life.

The second work | will conduct is Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9, a piece deeply embedded in Japan's
year-end celebrations. We will perform selected portions of the fourth movement, highlighting familiar and
beloved sections. My arrangement reflects the acoustics of the Aobayama Memorial Hall and incorporates
a piano that has been cherished here for over a decade. The fourth movement opens with a powerful, almost
narrative melody led by the cello and bass, recalling the theme of the previous movement. Then, after a
moment of quiet, it develops into a familiar melody quietly introduced by the cello and bass, which gradually
swells to create a sense of grandeur as the viola, bassoon, and violins join in. The arrival of the horns in
octaves signals the entry of the choir, who powerfully sing Schiller’s Ode to Joy. The movement then sweeps
forward into a rousing prestissimo coda. While Beethoven selected only a portion of Schiller’s lengthy poem,
I encourage those interested to explore the full text.

This year’s Aobayama Concert is especially significant, marking both the 20th anniversary of the event
and the designation of Tohoku University as a University of International Research Excellence. May this
performance be a moment of joy and peace for all gathered here—from students and researchers who have
traveled from across Japan and around the world. May it be a tribute to the cultures and homelands we all
cherish.

Kaishi Kitamura,
5th-Year Medical Student, Tohoku University
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Greeting from the soloist

Thank you very much for coming to the 20th Anniversary Aobayama Concert today.

My name is Chii Ri, the soloist for the piano concerto. In addition to serving as a member of the Aobayama
Concert Executive Committee, | am also involved in musical activities centering on the piano with the Piano
Circle Semplice, Seiryo Ensemble, and other musical groups.

I would like to give a brief explanation of the sub-main piece of this concert, F.Chopin's “Piano Concerto
No. 1, Op. 11, 2nd movement ‘Romance’. The Piano Concerto No. 1 is a masterpiece that combines
Chopin's unique sweet atmosphere and simplicity in a perfect balance, and is still very popular today.
Chopin composed two piano concertos in his short 39-year life, but Piano Concerto No. 1 was actually
composed after Piano Concerto No. 2, and it is thought that he began composing it when he was 20 years
old, before he left his native Poland.

The second movement was described by Chopin himself as “like a beautiful moonlit spring evening,” and
is beautifully romantic from start to finish. This is my first time to be a soloist in a concerto. | will do my
best to convey the charm of this piece to the audience while thinking of the young Chopin of the time of its
composition, who must have had mixed feelings of hope and anxiety for the future, regret for his hometown,
and so forth, as | am now of the same generation.

Beethoven's “Symphony No. 9,” the main piece of this concert, will be performed with a large orchestra
for the 20th Aobayama Concert, which is appropriate for the Aobayama Concert. The orchestra will be
composed in away that is not usual for the Ninth, and the skill of Mr. Kitamura, the conductor and arranger,
in providing guidance, will surely shine through.

As a member of the Aobayama Concert Executive Committee, | am very happy to have been involved in
the management and performance of the 20th Aobayama Concert, and to be able to share a wonderful time
with the performers and audience.

Ri Chii,
2nd-Year Engineering Student, Tohoku University
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1 Partl 1730-

Greeting  Koshi Adachi  Associate Dean of Graduate School of Engineering

e6 E. e 6 E. Morricone (arr. by Taku Miyakoshi) )
Medley from “Nuovo Cinema Paradiso”
S. S. Schwartz (arr. by Taku Miyakoshi)
Defying Gravity Defying Gravity

Miyako Chamber Orchestra

Trp & F. Hrn, Yuka Abe (Trp. & F. Hrn., Env. Staff)
Perc, Yuki Hayashi (Perc., Sci. Alumni)
Pf, & Taku Miyakoshi (Pf., Life Sci. Alumni & Med.
Staff)

We are pleased to present iconic pieces from Cinema
Paradiso and the musical Wicked. We hope to
perform these with an emphasis on the unique
worlds and lyrical beauty each work holds.

(As an aside, many of you may not have had the
chance to see Wicked. Currently, the Shiki Theatre
Company is staging it in Osaka, and a film
adaptation is scheduled for release next year! It’s a
wonderful production, so we encourage you to check
it out!)
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e 7 P.Sparke Harlequin
Hamakko Duo

Shodai Taguchi (Euph, Eng. M2)
Yuko Shinokawa (Pf, B4)

This is a group of two students from Yokohama
City, Kanagawa Prefecture. *“ Harlequin” was
composed for the euphonium, a somewhat
uncommon brass instrument. Please enjoy the
contrast between the magnificent and sentimental
melody of the first half and the speedy and technical

passages of the second half.

e 8 Mariya Takeuchi(Arr. by ShinYah)
Happy Happy Holidays
Leroy Anderson (Arr. by ShinYah)
Sleigh Ride

Takuro Ishii (Pf, FRIS, BME Faculty)

It is my first time participating in this concert. Let’s

enjoy Christmas music.

e 9 Chopin Nocturne No.2 in E-flat major, op.9-
2

Mai Sakai(Eng. Staff)

Chopin's most famous nocturne.

You have probably heard this nocturne at least once
before.

This year become a few days, so | will send you a

healing time by my gentle sound.
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e 10 G. e 10 Giulio Caccini Ave Maria
Kazuki Sakurada Fliege,das Spéatzchen

S Tomomi Tsumuraya S, ToMMo. Staff
(Pf Kazuki Sakurada (Pf, Guest

(1)By Caccini circa late Renaissance and early
Baroque, but people, countries, eras are said to be
different. The beautiful melody remains the same. |
sing it with a prayer.

(2)German song written and composed by Kazuki
Sakurada. | express my feelings for the little
sparrows that work hard in the city to cheer them up.
The piano accompaniment is beautiful. Please listen
to the wonderful sound of several modulations and

arpeggios.

o 11 e 11 Takamasa Sakai Three Scenes

Onna Kinpachi

Trp, B4) Azegami Haruna (Trp, Econ.B4)

Trp, B4) Taniguchi Riko (Trp, Edu.B4)
Trp, B2) Takahashi Honoka (Trp, Lit.B2)
Hr, B2) Wada Haruka (Hr, Med.B2)

Trb, B3) Akiba Chisato (Trb, Med.B3)

Trb, B2) Miura Kaho (Trb, Lit.B2)

Euph, B4) Oshima Yume (Eioh, Lit.B4)

Tub, B3) Terui Nana (Tub, Edu.B3)

Intermission
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Hirotsugu Takizawa Executive Vice President Tohoku University
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B5)

e 12 F.Chopin Piano Concerto No. 1, Op. 11,
2nd movement ‘Romance’

Soloist  Chii Ri (Eng. B2)
Conductor Kaishi Kitamura(Med. B5)

Aobayama Festival Orchestra
Syusaku Omoto(Vn, Eng. B3)
Saki Kanai (Vn, Med. B5)

Saki Kuriyama(VVn, Med. B2)
Yuki Yamamoto(Vn, Edu. B2)
Yui Ito(Vn, Law. B2)

Nana Kobayashi(Vn, Law. B1)
Fumiya Mizuno(Va, Dent. B4)
Shosei Kato(Va, Sci. B3)

Satoshi Murata(Vc, Eng. Faculty)
Takumi Hashimoto(Vc, Med. B1)
Kei Suzuki(Vc, Eng. B2)

Kana Tsurudome(Cb, Sci. B1)
Kana Shinbo(Cb, Lit. B4)

Shiori Nishio(Hr, University hospital nurse)
Keitaro Yoneyama(Hr, Edu. M1)
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(Pf, B3)
(Pf, B1)
(Vn, B5)
(Vn, B3)
(vn, B2)
(vn, B2)
(Vn, B1)
(Vn, )
Vn, B6
Amaya Naruki Vn, Bl
(Va, B4)
(Va, B3)
(Va, B5)
(Ve, )
(Vc, Bl
(Vc, B2)
(Cb, B1)
(Cb, B4)
(Hr, M1)
(Hr,
(FI, B1)
(Ob, B1)
(cl, B1)
(Fg, B4)
(Tp, M1)

e 13 L.v.Beethoven Symphony No.9 “Choral” 4th

movement (excerpt)

Conductor Kaishi Kitamura(Med. B5)
Aobayama Festival Orchestra
Aobayama Festival Choir

Aobayama Festival Orchestra
Wakana lzumida(Pf, Med. B3)
Akira Tanifuji (Pf, Med. B1)
Saki Kanai (Vn, Med. B5)
Syusaku Omoto(Vn, Eng. B3)
Saki Kuriyama(VVn, Med. B2)
Yuki Yamamoto(Vn, Edu. B2)
Nana Kobayashi(Vn, Law. B1)
Akari Waizumi(Vn, Guest)
Takada Tomomi(Vn, Med. B6)
Naruki Amaya (Vn, Eng. B1)
Fumiya Mizuno(Va, Dent. B4)
Shosei Kato(Va, Sci. B3)

Keita Minowa(Va, Med. B5)
Satoshi Murata(Vc, Eng. Faculty)
Takumi Hashimoto(Vc, Med. B1)
Kei Suzuki(Vc, Eng. B2)

Kana Tsurudome(Cb, Sci. B1)
Kana Shinbo(Cb, Lit. B4)
Keitaro Yoneyama(Hr, Edu. M1)
Shiori Nishio(Hr, University hospital nurse)
Saho Yamagata(Fl, Eng. B1)
Hiroko Kanehama(Ob, Med. B1)
Kano Yoshida(Cl, Med. B1)
Mayuki Tawara(Fg, Med. B4)
Hiroto Tomita(Tp, Inf. M1)
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Aobayama Festival Choir

(s, Bl Sayaka Kino(S, Eng. B1)
S, Bl Sara Kobayashi (S, Lit. B1)
S, Bl Aya Tsuruta (S, Med. B1)
S, Bl Kyoko Nakatani (S, Agri. B1)
(S, Bl Ikuko Taguchi(S, Law. B1)
S, B3 Miyu Tanaka (S, Sci. B3)
(A, B1) Haruka Shibuya(A, Med. B1)
A, B2 Rinka Mitsui (A, Med. B2)
(A, Bl Nodoka Kayuta(A,Eco. B1)
A, Bl Yuduki Osanai (A, Lit. B1)
(A, B3) Yuriko Ohta(A, Sci. B3)
(A, ) Nozomi Sasaki(A,Eng. Staff )
T, B2 Hiroki Hondo (T, Eng. B2)
T, B3 Tomohito Abe (T, Lit. B3)
T, B3 Taketo Nishikawa(T, Eng. B3)
T, B3 Reo Sato(T, Eng. B3)
T, B4 Yuma Yorita(T, Eco. B4)
T, Fumiaki Uda(T, Guest)
T, B2 Kokoro Shinozaki (T, Law. B2)
B, B2 Taiga Konno (B, Agri. B2)
B, B2 Kazunori Noguchi (B, Eng. B2)
B, B2 Kenta Funakoshi (B, Eng. B2)
(B, ) Naofumi Onishi(B, Eng. Faculty)
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Aobayama Concert Executive Committee

Faculty: S.Murata, T.Nakata, H.Takana, M.Hasegawa,
H. Nakamura, S.Tokita, T.Nakayama
Almni: H.Kuwano, M. Kawamata, Y.Tahara
Students: K. Noguchi, C. Ri
/Contact:

aobayama-contact@googlegroups.com

/Aobayama Concert Website:
https://web.tohoku.ac.jp/eng_mirai/aobayama/

2016 3

The grand piano at Aoba Memorial Hall was donated by the Mechanical Engineering Alumni Association

in March 2016, five years after the earthquake to lift the students' spirits through music.

Cooperation: Student Support Section & Facilities Planning Section, Graduate School of Engineering.

Poster design: Masayuki Kobayashi

Logo design: Ei Sasagawa
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